PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074

7 February 2002

Arlene Brown
RR 2 Box 187
Millerton, PA 16936

Dear Arlene,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Western Tanager in Jackson Township
on 8 June 1999. After careful review, the Committee regrets that it has voted not to accept this
record.

The vote against acceptance was unanimous and placed the record in the Committee's
Class IV-B: "a record for which there exists insufficient evidence for evaluation.”

Individual members expressed a variety of concerns, mainly that the description offered
only a few very general elements to evaluate: "It was a female tanager" (why?). It had "very
distinct wing bars" (what color or colors?). It had a "tanager beak"” (what made it s0?). In
addition, the description that it was "yellow with dark wings and tail" raised concern, because
a female Western Tanager has a prominent gray back.

One member felt that the description did not conclusively eliminate a first-spring female
Scarlet Tanager with pale wing coverts forming bars.

The Committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean the bird was not a Western
Tanager, but rather that the description was insufficiently detailed for us to identify it
conclusively.

We hope this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rarities you
may find in the future.

Sincerely,

el

For the Committee:
Paul Hess, Chairman

Record No. 782-02-1999
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Record No.:782-02-1999

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Ballot - Round One

Species: Western Tanager ( Piranga ludoviiana )

Date of Sighting: 8 June 1999 to 8 June 1999
Location: JOBS CORNERS

County: TIOGA

Observer(s): Arlene Brown

Date of Submission: 1999
Submitted by: Arlene Brown

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: Video
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